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Long Beach Mardi Gras was held at shoreline Village. It is their 7th annual festival filled with music, dancing and food. Dancers gather in full gear 
to celebrate with fellow performers and locals alike. Not only were they dedicated to staying in costume, but they also stayed in character. Characters 
ranged from dancers, to kings and queens, pirates and musicians. More pictures on page 4. 


A murky 
future 
for 
student 
workers 


CSULB’s largest 
student employer 
may opt for a 
year-long delay in 
implementation. 


By NATALIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Writer 


A 49er Shops. representative said she 
doesn’t yet know how they will adapt to 
the new developments after the Long 
Beach City Council agreed Jan. 19 on 
an ordinance that will increase the min- 
imum wage incrementally for the next 
coming years in hopes of stabilizing the 
economy. 

“The most recent minimum wage in- 
crease positively affected most of all our 
student employees,” Kierstin Stickney, 
director of marketing and communi- 
cations at Forty-Niner Shops, Inc., said. 
“Those making minimum wage were 
bumped up from $9 to $10 per hour. 
The increase also resulted in a ripple ef- 


see WAGES, page 2 
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49ers 


make 


it five 
straight 
wins 


LBSU extends its 
winning streak in a 
close win over CSUN 


inside the Walter 
Pyramid. 


By GRESTER CELIS-ACOSTA 
Staff Writer 


It took overtime, but the Long Beach 
State women’s basketball team picked 
up its fifth win in a row with a 74-71 
victory over Cal State Northridge on 
Thursday inside the Walter Pyramid. 

With 19 seconds left and the 49ers 
up by two, Matadors’ freshman center 
Channon Fluker drained a jumper in 
the paint to tie the game at 63. LBSU 
(17-5, 6-2) failed to score a game-win- 
ner on the ensuing possession, sending 
the game into overtime. 

CSUN (5-17, 3-5) once again had a 
chance to tie the game in overtime, but 
missed two three-pointers in the clos- 
ing seconds that would have tied the 
game at 74. 

“We worked our tail off to get back 
into the game and send it to overtime,’ 
Matador head coach Jason Flowers 
said. “So [we have to] finish off” 


see STREAK, page 8 


Men’s team hobbling, but still rolling 


The 49ers lose another 
player, but pick up their 
third consecutive win 
on Saturday. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s basket- 
ball team lost its third player through 
injury in the past 10 days, but had just 
enough to defeat Cal State Northridge 
81-76 on Saturday night inside the Wal- 
ter Pyramid. 

The 49ers (12-12, 6-3) trailed 55-50 
with 8:51 remaining when junior Brad- 
ford Jones went up for a shot and was 


fouled by CSUN’s Jason Richardson. 
Jones landed hard and in the process 
reaggravated an ankle injury that he 
had hurt earlier this season. LBSU was 
already without its two point guards, 
Justin Bibbins and Noah Blackwell, and 
now the 49ers would be down a third 
guard. 

“When Bradford went down, it real- 
ly clicked to them that we have to stop 
feeling sorry for ourselves” head coach 
Dan Monson said. “When you get into 
the meat of the conference, you have 
got to have that football next man up 
mentality, and our guys certainly did 
that? 

The referees called Richardson’s hard 
hit on Jones a flagrant foul. Since Jones 
was unable to take his foul shots, Bib- 


bins came off the bench cold to shoot 
the free throws.The fans inside the 
Walter Pyramid cheered Bibbins as he 
checked into the game. Even though he 
hadn't shot a basketball the entire week, 
Bibbins made both free throws and cut 
the 49ers’ deficit to three points. 
Bibbins went back to the bench and 
wouldn't return; Matadors head coach 
Reggie Theus said that was a momen- 
tum changer for LBSU. In the next two 
minutes and 41 seconds, the 49ers went 
on a 12-3 run driven by senior Nick 
Faust. ; 
Faust scored 21 of his game-high 
27 points in the second half. And if it 


see INJURIES, page 8 
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Remembering our friend 
in the mountains 


CSULB graduate Daniel 
Nguyen’s is remembered by 
many. 


By TRANG LE 
Photo Editor 


eve all met 

that one per- 

son in our life 

that helped us 

for the better 
in some way. To me, dorky Daniel 
Nguyen is that friend. 

I remember on our last trip to Big 
Sur, he carried a photo book and read 
quotes out loud to us for motivation. 
He recited one by Henry David Tho- 
reau: “It’s not what you look at that 
matters - it’s what you see.” 

I could read that same quote a 
thousand times, and it would still ring 
true. Daniel’s death on Feb. 2 is not a 
loss. To me, it’s a celebration of the life 
of a hero who saved a friend and so 
many others. 

His impact on people's lives is 
endless, and that impact is reflected 
in the GoFundMe fundraiser that his 
aunt, Connie Nguyen, created the 
day of his death. In two days, over 
$20,000 was raised to help support 
his family with funeral costs. 

“The way Daniel touched people, 
even strangers, proves that there’ still 
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people in this world with a big heart,’ his 
mother Lan Nguyen said. “Whenever he 
focused on something, he focuses on it” 

When Daniel was a student at Ran- 
cho Alamitos High School, he was de- 
termined to get into the football team 
but was overweight. After working at 


Sally 


When I am at home, I want 
to be out in the backcountry. 
When I’m out there, I want 
to find home... All we have 
are our legs, backpacks, and 
knowledge out there which 
creates a sense of majesty. 
Nature transforms us or at 
least allows us to see’ things 
from a different perspective. 


- Daniel Neuyen : 99 


McDonalds until closing time, he would 
continue working out at the gym, some- 
times not getting home until four in the 
morning. 

With his persistence, 23-year-old 
Daniel made the team and was ulti- 
mately awarded Freshman of the Year. 

“Tm really, really proud of him, I can 
tell you right now,’ Tho Nguyen, Daniel's 
father, told me. “My entire family, all 
of his friends, we're all really proud of 


him. My wife and I just found out a lot. 


of amazing things about what he’s done 


outdoors.“ 

And his father is right. If there was 
anything full of adventure, you could 
find Daniel involved in it. Daniel 
graduated Cal State Long Beach in 
2015 with a Bachelor’s Degree in ki- 
nesiology, but participated in much 
more than class. ~He was active 
in the Outdoor Adventure, Cycling 
and Salsa Clubs. Sometimes togeth- 
er with friends, he would serenade 
them with his classical guitar or 
share long, deep talks late at night 
under the stars. 

Daniel was always looking for a 
way to give back, aspiring to join the 
Peace Corps or Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. 

“He’s a really nice guy, and I mean 
that with all my heart,’ senior biolo- 
gy major Ariel Cruz recalled. “I know 
that he tries to help everyone no 
matter who it is, and he doesn’t like 
to hold grudges or have opinions of 
people.” 

In a blog for The Outdoors Life, he 
wrote, “When I am at home, I want 
to be out in the backcountry. 

When I’m out there, I want to find 
home... All we have are our legs, 
backpacks, and knowledge out there, 
which creates a sense of majesty. Na- 
ture transforms us or at least allows 
us to see things from a different per- 
spective.” 

You've found home in the mountains, 
Daniel. 
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fect to other salary grades and non-stu- 
dent positions, raising wages for a ma- 
jority of our employees.” 

49er Shops, a self-funded non profit, 
employs 900 people, 700 of which are 
student employees in entry level posi- 
tions, according to Stickney. 

“All 49er Shops’ profits go back into 
the university, largely in the form of 
student programs and services,’ Stick- 
ney said. “Our mission is to enhance 
and support the educational process of 
CSULB by training student employees 
with life and career skills and funding 
programs that support student success. 
Minimum wage will not change our 
core mission. As rates continue to in- 
crease in future years, however, it will 
bring a unique challenge to how we 
manage our business.” 

With the new ordinance, Stickney 
said she is unsure about what changes 
will be made for the 49er Shops and the 
employees. 

The increase that was approved 
pushes for a gradual increase from $10 
an hour to $13 an hour by 2019. Based 
on the financial impact, additional in- 
creases may be made to $15.00 in Jan- 
uary 2021. 

According to Stickney, the new law 
impacts all students and employees; how- 
ever, profit and nonprofit organizations 
operate differently. Nonprofits get an ex- 
tra year to comply with the ordinance to 
raise wages. 

“The actual law impacts all employ- 
ees — there is no distinction between 
student/non-student or part-time/full- 
time staff? Stickney said in an email. 
“The year delay is an extension granted 
to nonprofits. Nonprofits operate very 
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differently than traditional business or 
funded/fee driven structures. If the 49er 
Shops opt for the year delay, it would 
encompass all employees, not just stu- 
dent workers. We will need to take time 
to view our options and consider next 
steps before making any decisions.” 

A nonprofit organization is an or- 
ganization whose mission is to advo- 
cate for a social cause without a profit. 
Nonprofits operate differently than a 
profit organization because they serve 
to achieve a purpose and a mission that 
will benefit a specific audience. 

“Since this is so new, the 49er Shops 
have not had adequate time to evaluate 
or make a decision as to whether or not 
we will take the extension or go with 
the actual law as it applies to all other 
organizations,’ Stickney said. 

The workers who will be affected the 
most are those in restaurants, retail, 
trade, education, transportation, ware- 
housing and health care, according to a 

“report by The American Federation of 
Labor and Congress of Industrial Orga- 
nizations. 

Some students were not sure the min- 
imum wage increase will make a differ- 
ence. 

“Overall, the wage increase is ben- 
eficial, but it hasn't affected me much 
personally, although I am thrilled to 
hear that our wages will increase; Ali- 
son Abraham, a senior English creative 
writing major, said. “As a tutor for the 
on-campus writing resource lab, the in- 
crease will make a big difference for me 
and for the workers here at Long Beach, 
but since we are all going to get a salary 
increase, the cost of living will continue 
to rise, which isn't beneficial because the 
cost of living now is still too much for the 
majority of hourly wage workers.’ 

The raise of the state minimum wage 
to $10 per hour took effect Jan. 1. 
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CSU prioritizes success over compensation 


The CSU system 

laid out their plan 

on moving forward 
through initiatives 
while digging 
themselves out of 
recession blues and an 
impasse with the CFA. 


By BROOKE BECHER 
Contributing Writer 


For the first time since California's 
pre-recession epoch, the state funded 
budget requests made by the California 
State University System were approved 
in full. However, prioritizing where the 
grant should be dispensed is where the 
strands begin to split. 

Within one-year’s work, a CSU task 
force finalized the decision that realiz- 
ing student success initiatives and elim- 
inating the student achievement gap 
were paramount over all other budget 
necessities. 

The CSU held 
a. live web con- / 


ao 


ference Friday 
morning to pro- 
vide updates on 
topics.,,including 
labor _ relations, 


academics and 


Let me be absolutely 
clear, the CSU is not 
recommending a tuition 
increase at this time, 


“Without staff, we could make it two 
weeks before serious problems arrive. 
By then we would be bringing our own 
[toilet paper] and paper towels. 

“Without faculty, there are no class- 
es; there is no university. We are the 
university, and it is time to flex our 
power and institute a proper check 
against rampant administrative bloat.” 

At over 47,000 faculty members sys- 
tem wide, the 5 percent asked would to- 
tal to $82 million plus 2.65 percent Ser- 
vice Salary Increase, totaling to $101.7 
million all inclusive. 

A Service Salary Increase is a perma- 
nent promotion in the base salary pool, 
awarded to eligible employees that 
display “qualifying service, satisfacto-. 
ry performance” and meet additional 
criteria determined by the CSU Board, 
according to the CSU website. 

Although the compensation pool is 
the CSU budget’s third priority, full- 
time, tenure-track lecturers are com- 
pensated about $86,000, with full-tim- 
ers still making just under $60,000 
annually before taxes. 

Cal State Long Beach President Jane 
Close Conoley receives $336,538 in 
salary, according to the 2015 CSU Ex- 
ecutive Compen- 
sation Summary. 
The highest paid 
CSU president, 
Elliott Hirshman 
of San Diego 
State, takes in 
$420,240 in sal- 


the budget . eee ara ee Pear een ary including an 
The College ‘ Ge annual — supple- 

Faculty Asso- going forward, tuition ment. 

ciation has ar- cannot remain flat CSU_ Director 

gued that faculty indefinitely. of Public Af- 

compensation 99 fairs Toni Molle 

is paramount in -Ryan Storm, warned that a 


actualizing these 
goals with their 
‘Fights For Five’ 
campaign , according to their website. 
CFA members demand that Governor 
Brown's $148.3 million General Fund 
contribution should allow for a more 
generous employee compensation than 
the 2 percent, or $32.8 million offered. 
“Without the administration we 
could muddle through the semester,” 
an unnamed CSU faculty member of 
San Jose State said on the CFA website. 


Human 


remains, 


wreckage 
recovered 
near site 
of plane 
crash off 
LA coast 


CSU assistant vice chancellor 


strike is not in 
the best interest 
of their students. 
“We continue to value our faculty 
and we believe that faculty should be 
compensated for their contribution to 
our students and campuses,’ Molle said. 
“Compensation is so important to the 
“CSU that it was the largest expenditure 
for new money received by the state” 
CSU Chancellor Timothy White 
originally called a task force to action 
in 2015 in order to better construe the 


LOS ANGELES — Divers recovered 
on Sunday the remains of two people 
and plane wreckage off the coast of Los 
Angeles as the search continued for evi- 
dence of a suspected midair collision of 
two small planes. 

The two victims were found about 
100 feet below the surface in waters 
about two miles from the Los Angeles 
Harbor, said Capt. Jack Ewell of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff's Department. 

The names of the victims were not 
known. The Los Angeles County cor- 
oner’s office will identify the remains, 
Ewell said in a statement. 

Crews have canvassed the waters near 
the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach 
since Friday, when a suspected midair 

_crash occurred between the two small 
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(with Governor's Multi-Year Plan, without General Obligation Bonds) 
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needs of campuses and rebuild finan- 
cial infrastructure damaged during the 
one-third slash on budget cuts, CSU 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Budget 
Ryan Storm said. 

He noted that campus and system 
office representatives build these drafts 
with heavy deliberation from students 
and faculty that ultimately lead to the 
prioritization. 

The two bargaining parties remain 
at impasse, and are in the final stag- 
es before action. Proposals from both 
groups are currently being reviewed by 
an independent fact-finding panel of 
the Public Employment Review Board 
that will advise in what steps come next 
in resolving the impasse. 

If the suggestion is insufficient, 
then a strike will most likely ensue this 
spring, Molle said. 

Campuses will remain open, classes 
will continue to meet and students will 
be notified about changes via the CSU 
Facebook, Student Portal and campus 
website. 

“We have no idea what a strike would 
look like at this time,’ Molle continued, 
noting that strike supporters may can- 
cel classes and block entry to campus 
with picket lines. “You are allowed to 


aircraft. At least two people, and possibly 
a third person, are missing and presumed 
dead, said sheriff's Sgt. Aura Sierra. 

Two men — one 61 and the oth- 
er 81 — were believed to be in one of 
the planes reported down, U.S. Coast 
Guard Petty Officer Andrea Anderson 
said. The men have not been identified. 

The crew and passengers on a private 
fishing boat originally alerted the Coast 
Guard about 3:30 p.m. Friday that they 
saw a plane plunge into the water, An- 
derson said. : 

A small debris field was located near 
the Point Fermin Lighthouse in the San 
Pedro section-of Los Angeles, officials 
said. 

The Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion said there appeared to be two air- 
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cross and continue to your classes if you 
wish and if you choose to do so.” 

Outside of funding, the majority of 
the budget will ensure student success, 
meaning that the $38 million set aside 
will go towards serving the individual 
needs of each CSU campus designated 
by surveys, Chief of Staff for Academic 
and Student Affairs Nathan Evans said. 
Most of these surveys revealed that the 
highest demands include tenure-track 
faculty and course availability. 

Although success rates among all 
races and ethnic groups surged across 
the system, the trend stagnated the 
achievement gap as a whole, Evans said. 
To eliminate this gap, success amongst 
traditionally underrepresented groups 
will need to become a priority in level- 
ling out the enrollment and graduation 
rates of CSUs. 

Evans explained that offering on- 
line courses with units that transfer 
system-wide may help, so a student at 
Humboldt State University will be able 
to enroll in a Cal State Fullerton course 
in the event that this course is unavail- 
able at his or her home campus. 

A 2025 graduation initiative proj- 
ects that 60 percent of students should 
graduate in six years or less, with at 


craft on radar before the crash, both 
of which then disappeared, which led 
investigators to believe there had been 
a collision. 

According to preliminary informa- 
tion, one aircraft was a Beech 35 Bo- 
nanza and the second, a Citabria, FAA 
spokesman Allen Kenitzer said. 

Local authorities said that two peo- 
ple were aboard the Beech Bonanza and 
one person was onboard the Citabria, 
Kenitzer said. 

So far, officials confirmed that wreck- 
age from only one plane has been re- 
covered. It’s unclear if the debris found 
Sunday was from a different aircraft. 

“We can't confirm a midair collision 
until we actually recover parts from 
two planes, but we believe that to be the 
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least 24 percent walking within the tra- 
ditional four-year mark, the assistant 
vice chancellor for budget said. Storm 
explained that students should antici- 
pate inflation-based, annual increases 
in tuition juxtaposed to past practices 
of unpredictable and sporadic tuition 
adjustments. 

In the past 10 years, U.S. annual in- 
flation rates averaged at 2 percent na- 
tionwide, skyrocketing to the highest 
in 2007 at 4.1 percent, according to the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 2015 punc- 
tuated a four-year descent, waning in- 
flation rates from 3 percent in 2012 to 
just 0.7 percent last year. 

Even if the CSU is granted their full 
request, an estimated $300 million, 
from the state in years to come, Storm 
said that swelling tuition rates are im- 
perative in damage control and secur- 
ing future investment. 

“Let me be absolutely clear, the CSU 
is not recommending a tuition increase 
at this time, however it is clear that 
going forward, tuition cannot remain 
flat indefinitely,” Storm said. “[The task 
force] issue that we do it in a modern 
and predictable way in order to allow 
students and families to plan for these , 
changes.” 


case, It’s likely,” Sierra said. 

The plane carrying the two passen- 
gers filed a flight plan and flew out of 
the Torrance Airport, Coast Guard of- 
ficials said. 

The Coast Guard suspended an 
active search for survivors Saturday 
morning, turning the investigation and 
recovery efforts over to the Sheriff's 
Department, with assistance from Los 
Angele County lifeguard divers and Los 
Angeles Port police. 

The National Transportation Safety 
Board also is investigating. 

Sheriff’s divers wrapped up their 
search efforts late Sunday afternoon 
and will resume Monday, Ewell said. 

—Carla Rivera and Matt Hamilton, 
Los Angeles Times, TNS 


Monpbay, FEBRUARY 8, 2016 


WWW.DAILY49ER.COM 


oe ere Ae 


Latic TARBINIAN | DatLy 49ER 


seve Pe weer 


ardi party 


By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 
Arts and Life Editor 


ong Beach residents had the chance to don their feath- 


ered caps and loud parade garb at the annual Long Beach - 


Mardi Gras this weekend. 

‘The seventh annual celebration and parade was held 
at Shoreline Village in Long Beach and offered a family-friendly 
environment in which the Long Beach community could paint the 
town red, sequined and feathered. 

“Coming from a British background the event Mardi Gras is 
rarely celebrated. My first Mardi Gras was an eye opening expe- 
rience, full of different food and music, it was an enjoyable expe- 
rience, I really liked it? said Bethan Thomas, a communications 
major at Cal State Long Beach. 

This year, the celebration honored the work of Ronald McDon- 
ald House Charities by crowning a new King and Queen: Cheri 
Bazley, Executive Director of LBRMHC and Ronald McDonald. 

A parade starting in front of the Long Beach Aquarium of the 
Pacific and ending at Shoreline village kicked off the event in a 
shower of glitter and a variety of performances by local musicians. 
temps rouler”—or, alternatively: “Let the good times roll” 


Courtney Heron contributed to this article. 
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(Top) A pirate performer is caught 
in character alongside his parrot, 
surrounded by locals, following the 
Mardi Gras Parade. 


(Left) A cosplayer, who goes by the 
name of Caribbean Pearl, strikes a 
pose as she awaits the Mardi Gras 
parade. 


(Bottom left) Long Beach crowns 
Ronald McDonald this year’s king of 
Mardi Gras with fellow contributors. 
The Parade began in front of the 
Aquarium of the Pacific and ended at 
the shoreline village. 


(Bottom right) Performers of the 


Mardi Gras Parade celebrate together 
with music, outfits, and laughter. 
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Chocolate p 


Local businesses sell 
a variety of chocolate 
treats. 


By RUBEN DIAz 
Staff Writer 


Chocolate. 
where—and it’s pouring out of Bel- 


Chocolate —_every- 


mont Shore stops for humans and 
animals alike (and just in time for 
Valentine's Day). Welcome to the 
12th annual Chocolate Festival. 

Organized by the Belmont Shore 
Business Association, the choco- 
late-filled festival took place this 
past Saturday. At this event, Belmont 
Shore businesses on 2nd street of- 
fered a variety of chocolate-related 
treats to the event’s attendees. 

Dede Rossi, executive director of 
BSBA, said a couple thousand people 
showed up to last year’s event. 

“We hold [the event] to basically 
bring people down to.our street and 
promote Belmont Shore,” Rossi said. 

Offering a safe alternative to choc- 
olate, Pussy & Pooch, a 2nd Street 
business that caters to dogs, created 
a carob-based dog treat to give away 
during the festival. 

“Pussy & Pooch is the only store 
that is participating in the Chocolate 
Festival that is giving doggy treats,” 
Ben Magana, a Pussy & Pooch em- 
ployee, said. “We always participate 
in the local festivals.” 

Twenty-four businesses partici- 
pated this year; attendees had the 
opportunity to indulge in cook- 


aradise on 2nd street 


Rusen Diaz | Dairy 49ER 


Hannah Moreno (left) and Kiersten Coram tell attendees about what Italian restaurant La Strada offers for the Chocolate Festival. 


ies, mini peanut butter chocolate 
cakes, chocolate tamales and many 
more. 

Rather than choosing the typi- 
cal dessert route, some businesses 
mixed chocolate with savory food. 
Urban Table Cafe, an American eat- 
ery and bar serving seasonal cuisine 


on 2nd street, offered tasters a dark 
bitter chocolate with vegetarian 
chili, and short ribs with chocolate 
sauce. Long Beach residents Rebec- 
ca Fisk and her son Ben were among 
the tasters in the event. 

“Lve been a long beach resident 


_ for a long time, Fisk said. “We've 


moved away for five years and we 
just got back. It’s really fun to come 
back and go, ‘Oh yeah! They have 
all these lovely events on 2nd street; 
and it’s fun.” 
Homemade dessert _ contests, 
chocolate pie eating contests and a 


raffle were among other things that 


took place at the festival. 

Half of the money raised from the 
event is going back to the participat- 
ing businesses, while the other half 
will go toward Belmont Shore mar- 
keting promotions, Rossi said. 

All in all, Long Beach received its 
chocolate fix. ; 


‘Frame by Frame’ moves its viewers 


Film demonstrates 


the true meaning of 
journalism. 


By NATALIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Writer 


Beneath a Taliban regime that cen- 
sors journalism, documentary “Frame 
by Frame” follows the struggles of four 
Afghan photojournalists as they nav- 
igate their way through a society that 
has banned taking photos. 

Viewers could watch the birth of a 
photography revolution in this inspir- 
ing and compelling documentary that 
takes. you in beyond the realm of a free 
press country. 

A sensational thrilling and aspiring 
documentary that is also shocking- 
ly touching and personal, “Frame by 
Frame” reminds people that facing dif- 
ficult challenges at times often results 
in achieving what we most want in this 
world. 

The film portrayed the four photo- 
journalists as courageous and fearless 
individuals from Afghanistan unravel- 
ing the dirty secrets of the Taliban in a 
dictator and free press country. 


As the Taliban regime fell free from . 


power in 2001, free press emerged pho- 
tography was permitted because both 
foreign troops and foreign media with- 
drew from the country. 

Since the withdrawal of the media 
and troops, Afghanistan is left to mend 
on its own, and so are the journalists. 

Set in a more modern and new Af- 
ghanistan raging with color and poten- 
tial the documentary takes you on a 
journey with four photojournalists as 
they encompass through an emerging 
and risky media platform-rebuilding 
Afghanistan for the world and them- 
selves. 


Through intimate, touching and 
personal interviews, this film captures 
powerful and captivating photojour- 
nalism while unwinding never-be- 
fore-seen footage of the Taliban regime 
through secrecy, the documentary 
binds the audience and the four jour- 
nalists on their path in discovering the 
truth. 

Bombach and Scarpelli capture 
photojournalism in today’s modern 
and rejuvenated Afghanistan. 

The documentary is a profound 
work of the photographers’ commit- 
ment and hope in seeking their untold 
answers of the truth. 


FACEBOOK 


Bombach and Scarpelli observed 
Farzana Wahidy, one of the four pho- 
tojournalists and the others at work in 
crucial moments and face challenges in 
the lines of their profession. 

After the documentary, there was a 
Qand A panel within the co-director. 

Alexandria Bombach co-director of 
“Frame by Frame” stated that our con- 
stitution protects journalism and all of 
us use journalism everyday as we citi- 
zens what citizen journalism is. 

“The amendments and our consti- 
tution protects journalism we use the 
freedom of speech clause to our advan- 
tage all of the time and it is confusing 
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Director: Alexan- 
dria Bombach + 
Mo Scarpelli 
Starring: Massoud 
Hossaini, Wakil 
Kohsar, 

Farzana Wahidy 
Genre: Documen- : 
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but wonderful” Bombach said. “The 
legislator in South Carolina suggest- 
ed a bill that proposes that journalists 
should be registered to be a registry 
of journalists‘ and the states would ap- 
parently decide on a decision who is a 
journalist and who isrt.” 

The only downfall is that the doc- 
umentary needs a bit more sharpening 
and sprucing, because it gave you the 
sense of “Cloverfield” and “Zero Dark 
Thirty” where the camera is constant- 
ly out of focus, making it hard for the 
audience to follow through with the 
protagonists. 

Afghanistan is remarkably pictur- 
esque, which is great. However, the film 
is at its strongest when it captures the 
illusion of the town's suffrage from the 
the terror and battle wounds of war. 
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thought it was my right to 

smoke. When people would pass 

by me and cover their mouths 

and make a face, I would get ir- 

ritated. There was enough air for 
everyone, why were people judging me 
based on my personal choice? I contin- 
ued this way for 10 long years. 

Little did I know that my lungs were 
becoming dangerously fragile. 

‘So fragile that one day when I was 
cleaning, the combination of bleach 
fumes and a decade of smoking caught 
up to me. My lung collapsed. I was 
rushed to the hospital and remained 
in the ICU for three weeks where I was 
unable to breathe without the help of 
a bypass machine. I was only 33 years 
old at the time. The doctors told me I 
would die if I smoked again and at that 
moment, my life changed. 

I wanted to take action. 

Currently, I am enrolled as a stu- 
dent at CSU East Bay which like 
many CSU, private, and community 
college campuses, is not smoke-free. 
Secondhand smoke is dangerous, but 
it is especially harmful to students 
like me, who have severe lung con- 
ditions. Because of my lungs, I can't 
be exposed to smoke — even smell- 
ing smoke can be potentially life 
threatening. There have even been 
days I have had to miss class entire- 


ly because I wasn’t able to make it 
to across campus without coming in 
contact with smoke. 

To make matters worse, cigarettes 
aren't the only tobacco-related problem 
on campus anymore. 

E-cigarettes are becoming ex- 
tremely popular and come in a variety 
of flavors that appeal to young adults. 
Because they don’t smell like tradi- 
tional cigarettes, people assume that 
they are harmless. Unfortunately, this 
isn’t the case. While e-cigarettes may 
be less harmful than traditional ciga- 
rettes, they aren't safe or harmless, as 
they are often marketed. Many con- 
tain nicotine and a variety of other 
harmful chemicals. It’s not harmless 
water vapor either. 

E-cigarettes emit an aerosol, which 
contains toxins such as lead, formal- 
dehyde, and nickel, which not only 
pose health risks to those who use 


- them, but to people around :them as 


well. : 

Many people think that . vaping 
threatens Big Tobacco, and that using 
e-cigs is a way to reduce dependence on 
tobacco. What they don’t realize is that 
Big Tobacco owns many of the top sell- 
ing e-cig brands, and profit immensely 
from their sales. This makes me feel as 
if, once again, tobacco is targeting our 
schools and our students. This feels per- 
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Jonathan Brower is the owner of Waldo Vapes in Kansas City, Mo., which sells some high-end vaping products. 


sonal, since I know firsthand how dead- 
ly tobacco products can be. 

Unfortunately, though Cal State East 
Bay has had a smoking policy in place 
for over a decade, these rules don't in- 
clude e-cigarettes. I have even seen peo- 
ple ‘vaping’ in class. 

Ultimately, I believe it is every stu- 


dent’s right to have equal access to 
education and the ability to attend 
classes without putting their health 
at risk, just as I believe students who 
smoke and vape should know and un- 
derstand the true risks involved. We 
all have the power to decide what to 
do with our own bodies and health, 


Navigating the ways to say goodbye 


Losing a member of 
our 49er community 
reminds us all how 
fragile life can be. 


By MicayLA VERMEEREN 
Opinions Editor 


eath hurts. 
There's no ifs, ands 
or buts about it. 
It hurts when a pet 
scurries off to the great 
big park in the sky. It hurts when a 
sick family member slips away. It hurts 
when a celebrity’s spotlight turns off af- 
ter the last bow. But there's an entirely 
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new sensation to experience when a 
classmate loses their life. 

Of course, it hurts. But there's 
something far more quieting about 
losing a peer. It reminds us how frag- 
ile we are. 

How easily it could have been us. 

Theres a common generalization 
that adolescents and college students 
feel invincible -- and to be honest, I 
have to agree with the sentiment. Be- 
tween frequent all-nighters, diets typ- 
ically based on caffeine and sodium, 
incredible amounts of stress brought 
upon us by demanding school sched- 
ules and a common need to maintain a 
job, a lot more partying than many of us 
would like to admit and the constant re- 
inforcement of the idea that these years 
are the “selfish” years for us to exploit, 
there isn’t a wlot of leeway given for our 
bodies. 


We can get hurt. We can get sick. 
And, as hard as it is to come to terms 
with, we can die. Or, even worse, we 
can be the ones left 
to say goodbye. G x 

Sometimes, all 6 
it takes to become 
one of the good 
that die young is 
a single step in the 
wrong direction to 
help a friend while 
hiking, or the 
courage to follow 
a dream of travel- 
ing to the City of 
Love. It’s not al- 
ways a drunken pileup on the freeway 
or a gunman running rampant across 
campus that takes our friends. It’s not 
always the big-news headlines and 
story-like drama. 


fragile we are. 
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Of course, it hurts. But 
there’s something far more 
quieting about losing a 
peer. It reminds us how 


It’s real. It's hard. 

You don't have to have known 
someone personally to mourn their 
death, and you 
surely don’t have to 
follow a timeline for 
grieving if you did. 
As heart-wrenching 
as losing one of our 
own is, the silver 
lining to that little 
black raincloud is 


the automatic com- 
99 munity you're built 
into. 


Every single one 

of us has lost some- 

one this year and shared the experience 
of processing it. More accurately, we are 
in the experience of processing it. So, 
look around. See the crowds. Feel the 
pain, but know that you're included in 
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but we have to stand together to en- 
sure that we are protecting all stu- 
dents from the health risks posed by 
tobacco in all forms. 

—Diona Shelbourne, CSU East Bay, 
Northwestern Region Chair for the Black 
Caucus of the California Community 
Colleges 


the 49er family by nature of your rela- 
tionship to this campus. You're allowed 
to need help saying goodbye, and there 
are people here who can give that help. 

The Counseling and Psychological 
Services center on campus offers 24- 
hour access to counselors via phone 
and in-persdn counseling sessions, 
which include crisis intervention, 
from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Monday-Fri- 
day. CAPS does not charge students 
for these services, as fees are covered 
in general tuition already, and can of- 
fer services on campus or refer you to 
a facility off-campus that can assist in 
different ways. 

If resources are available to you 
and you feel like you could be helped 
by them, I beg you to go use them. 
They’re designed for days like these 
and there’s no shame in going in. 

It’s all part of saying goodbye. 
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49ers 
beat 


Stanford, 
crash 
Waves 


LBSU drops one set 
in two games in wins 
against Stanford and 
Pepperdine. 
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hadn't been for some of his shots going in, Theus said that the 


game might have been a different story. 


“Faust made like four shots that weren't great shots, but that’s 


» MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


By JosH BARAJAS & 
Matt SIMON 
Staff Writers 


The Long Beach State men’s volley- 
ball team moved into second place in 
the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 
after beating Stanford 3-1 on Friday 
and Pepperdine 3-0 on Saturday inside 
the Walter Pyramid. 

LBSU head coach Alan Knipe said he 
welcomes having his team in tough spots 
and playing consecutive games will do 
just that. Knipe recalled the 49ers’ back- 
to-back games against then-No. 3 BYU on 
Jan. 22 and 23 great examples. 

“T loved the fact that we had to play 
that BYU match 24 hours later” Knipe 
said. “You talk about how to get battle 
tested and resilient; well, you’ve got to 
be in those situations to get that way,’ 


-MEN’S BASKETBALL 


what he does,” Theus said. “It’s not like they were good shots, 


they were bad shots. Shots that if he doesn’t make, the coach is 


not happy with him, but he’s a good player.” 

With a quarter of the team out with injuries, Faust said he 
wanted to put the team on his back down the stretch. 

“T just try to get my shots and get my feel my way through 
the game,” Faust said. “Whenever I feel like I can be the guy I'm 
going to attack every time.” 

With the game waning down, the 49ers went up 76-71 with 
32 seconds left after a pair of Travis Hammonds free throws. 

Eight seconds later, CSUN’s Jerron Wilbut drained a three 
that cut LBSU’s lead to two. Wilbut then bailed the 49ers out by 
turning the ball over on CSUN’s next possession. 

Faust made a pair of free throws, extending the 49ers lead to 
80-76 with seven seconds remaining. Hammonds then closed 
out the game after grabbing his own board after a missed free 
throw and ran the clock out. 

“We don't have Bibbins, we don’t have Noah Blackwell and 
guys really stepped up,” Monson said. “It was a team win, Ham- 
monds took a couple charges in the end. When guys are out, 
your leader has to perform and Faust was certainly a captain 


and a leader in the last 10 minutes.” 


The 49ers will host Cal Poly next on Thursday at 7 p.m. inside 


the Walter Pyramid. 


STREAK 
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After scoring 10 fourth-quarter 
points last Saturday, LBSU’s junior for- 
ward Madison Montgomery once again 
proved to be an x-factor as she drained 
two clutch jumpers and two free throws 
in overtime. 

“[In] overtime I was excited because 
I knew that our team kind of had the 
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On Friday, the 49ers (9-2, 6-2) start- 
ed by losing set one, 25-21, after seven 
unforced errors. Despite all the mis- 
takes, Stanford committed five errors 
of its own that allowed LBSU to hang 
around. 

The 49ers righted their wrongs in 
sets two and three, and only committed 
one error as they took both sets with 
relative ease, 25-18 and 25-20. 

The lapses in concentration returned 
in set four after nine LBSU errors. The 
49ers ultimately won the fourth set 25- 
233 

Knipe said he'll work on limiting the 
errors, but overall he was satisfied with 
the 49ers’ performance. 

“Early in set four we didn’t capital- 
ize on some point scoring situations,’ 
Knipe said. “We kept the game close 
when we could have gotten some sep- 
aration. All that being said, I loved 


the composure of our guys late in the 
game” 

LBSU hadn't won two games in the 
same weekend since beating Cal Baptist 
and Southern California on Jan. 15 and 
16. But they did just that as they swept 
Pepperdine 3-0 on Saturday night. 

The 49ers gave up an 11-5 lead early 
in the first set, but the team rallied and 
won a long set, 30-28. 

Being down early didnt hamper 
the team as they stayed composed and 
worked on getting one point at a time. 

“We talk all the time that If there's a 
gap and we're down, we don't need to 
get every point back on the next guy 


that goes back to serve,” Knipe said. 


Each of the following two sets were 
highly contested, but the 49ers ended 
up on top both times. LBSU took set 
two 25-23 and set three 26-24. 

The 49ers are 5-0 on day two of con- 


secutive matches this season. Freshman 
outside hitter T.J. De Falco credited the 
team’s nutrition program as the reason 


why they are able to finish in back-to- 
back game situations. The program, 
which includes three meals a day, 
makes sure players have enough sus- 
tainable energy. 

“It definitely helps out? DeFalco 
said. “Whether we're playing the way 
we want to or not, we have the energy 
to do so” 

Freshman Josh Tuaniga dished out 
43 assists which led to: three of his 
teammates reaching double figures in 
kills. De Falco led the way with 14 kills, 
while freshman Kyle Ensing had 12 and 
senior Taylor Gregory knocked down 
10. 

The 49ers’ next match is on Wednes- 
day in a road game against Cal Baptist 
at 7 p.m. 
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Senior guard Nick Faust attempts a fade away jumper in the 49ers’ win over CSUN on Saturday inside the Walter Pyramid. 
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momentum, Montgomery said. “Like 
we were feeling good about how we 
were defending and we knew if we just 
stuck to the game plan that we could 
pull off a win” 

Montgomery finished the game with 
12 points, all of which came in the 
fourth quarter and overtime. 

The 49ers struggled in the early go- 
ing, starting the game giving up five 
easy points within the first 25 seconds 
of the game forcing 49er head coach 
Jody Wynn to call a timeout. 


“T didn’t like the way we started our 
first two possessions, Wynn said. “I 
just didn’t think our focus was where it 
needed to be.” 

Despite the slow start, the 49ers 
fought their way back into the game as 
sophomore guard Jessica Gertz drained 
two huge triples in first quarter. Gertz 
would go on to score 11 points for the 
game. 

The third quarter would prove to be 
the 49ers’ worst as the team only man- 
aged eight points. 


“We didn't play well offensively, 
Wynn said. “We weren't fluid, and cred- 
it them in their effort defensively.” 

Despite the offensive slump, the team 
still held a one-point lead going into 
the fourth. Wynn credited her defense 
as the reason for not giving up the lead. 

“Our defense was getting stops. We 
were turning them over in the press, 
sO we were generating [extra] posses- 
sions, Wynn said. 

Down 15 points at one point in the 
second quarter, the Matadors fought 


back and finished the second quarter 


with a 7-0 run. That carried over into 
the third and become a 20-2 run. 

“I thought we did a better job of 
executing the gameplan in the second 
half? Flowers said. “Obviously, we did a 
better job on the defensive end as far as 
how well they shot the basketball” 

The 49ers will look to extend their 
win streak to six games against first- 
place Hawai'i next Thursday at the Stan 
Sheriff Center in Honolulu, Hawaii. Tip 
off is at 7:30 p.m. Pacific Standard Time. 


